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GAVIN NEWSOM
Lieutenant Governor, California

National Civil Rights Leadership Award

Gavin Newsom was elected as the 49th Lieutenant Governor of the State of California on 
November 2, 2010. His top priorities are economic development and job creation, improving 
access to higher education, and bolstering California’s environmental leadership.

Newsom came from a successful background in both the private sector, starting 15 small 
businesses and creating more than 1,000 jobs, and local government, having served as a 
Supervisor, and later, Mayor of the City and County of San Francisco.
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
California is a place of limitless economic 
opportunity, but that doesn’t mean our work is 
done.

As Lieutenant Governor, Newsom is working with 
local leaders and California businesses to cement 
our status as one of the 10 largest economies in the 
world. California is a place where high tech comes 

to take fl ight, where our creative workforce entertains and connects the world, and where 
our agricultural products feed America.

Lt. Gov. Newsom is the chief architect of California’s Economic Growth and Competitiveness 
Agenda, a blueprint for continued economic growth. It charts a path for better infrastructure, 
a focus on manufacturing, building up exports and other pillars of California’s success.

Doing so requires a land use policy that balances short-term gain with long-term preservation. 
As a member of the State Lands Commission, Gavin Newsom is working towards exactly 
that, so economic growth is balanced with smart, future-oriented development of our local 
resources.

Building an economy that lifts everyone up means building a workforce that’s prepared to 
step into the jobs of tomorrow, a mission Gavin Newsom works toward as a member of 
the State Job Training Coordinating Council. It also means making education accessible 
and affordable to all, which is a key priority for his service as a Regent of the University of 
California system and a Trustee of the California State University system. In 2012, he was 
the only UC Regent to vote against a tuition hike.

As the author of Citizenville, Lt. Gov. Newsom is 
leading the way toward a state government that 
is more open, transparent, and accessible to all 
Californians.

SUPERVISOR AND MAYOR
In 1996, Newsom was appointed by San Francisco 
Mayor Willie Brown to the City’s Parking and Traffi c 
Commission and was soon elected its President. In 
1997, Brown appointed him to the City’s Board of 
Supervisors. Voters elected Newsom to the Board 
in 1998 and re-elected him in 2000 and 2002.
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As a Supervisor, Newsom focused on combating 
homelessness. His initiative, Care Not Cash, 
provided homeless individuals services instead of 
welfare. Although the city’s political establishment 
opposed Care Not Cash, the voters approved it in 
November, 2002.

In 2003, after a fi ercely-contested race, Newsom 
was elected the youngest Mayor in San Francisco 
in more than a century.

After only 36 days as mayor, Newsom gained worldwide attention when he granted marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples. This bold move set the tone for Newsom’s fi rst term. Under his 
energetic leadership, the economy grew and jobs were created. The City became a center 
for biotech and clean tech. He initiated a plan to bring 
universal health care to all of the City’s uninsured 
residents. And Newsom aggressively pursued local 
solutions to global climate change.

In 2007, Newsom was re-elected with more than 73% 
of the vote. He built upon the successes of his fi rst 
term, launching new environmental initiatives and a 
comprehensive strategy to transform one of the City’s 
most troubled neighborhoods into a life sciences, 
digital media, and clean tech center. More than 80% 
of the previously uninsured are now covered by City’s fi rst-of-its-kind universal health care 
program. The City enjoys one of the highest minimum wages in America, universal paid 
family leave and universal child care. San Francisco’s public school district is the highest 
performing urban school district in the state.

Newsom also balanced seven consecutive budgets 
on time during national economic instability 
without laying off a single teacher, police offi cer, or 
fi refi ghter.

Newsom’s commitment to combating homelessness 
never waned. As Mayor, he moved more than 
10,000 homeless individuals off the street, and his 
volunteer initiative, Project Homeless Connect -- 
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now imitated in more than 130 cities -- attracted 
more than 20,000 San Franciscans who give their 
time to help the homeless.

PERSONAL
Newsom is married to Jennifer Siebel Newsom. 
They reside in Marin County with their three 
children Montana, Hunter and Brooklynn.

The son of William and Tessa Newsom, he grew 
up in the San Francisco Bay Area. He attended Santa Clara University on a partial baseball 
scholarship, graduating in 1989 with a B.A. in political science.

After college, Newsom sold orthotics and worked as an assistant at a real estate fi rm. In 
1991, Newsom recruited investors and founded PlumpJack, a wine shop, which he grew into 
a thriving enterprise of 15 businesses including wineries, restaurants, and hotels.
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CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE
HONORABLE NANCY PELOSI,
HOUSE DEMOCRATIC LEADER

Honoree of Instituto’s 2007 La Raza 
Congressional Leadership Award
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Instituto Laboral de la Raza
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Our Labor & Community Award Dinners

2010-2015
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2010

United Irish 
Cultural Center, 
San Francisco

Guest of Honor and 
Labor Leader of the Year

Richard L. Trumka
President, AFL-CIO

Bob Menendez
United States Senator 

(NJ)

Ron Burkle
Yucaipa Companies

Esther López
Civil Rights & 

Community Action 
Director, UFCW 

International

Lucio M. Reyes
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Teamsters Local 601

Ironworkers 377
San Francisco
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2011

Marriott Hotel, 
San Francisco

Guest of Honor and 
Labor Leader of the Year

Edwin D. Hill
International President, 

International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, 

AFL-CIO

Barbara Boxer
United States Senator 

(CA)

Alice A. Huffman
President

California NAACP

Earl “Marty” Averette
Business Representative, 

Teamsters Local 856
IBT Freight Division 

Representative

George Landers
Executive Director
UFCW Western

States Council

Josh Becker
General Partner
& Co-Founder

New Cycle Capital

Major League Baseball 
Players Association
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2012
Guest of Honor and Labor 

Leader of the Year
Mark Ayers

President, Building and 
Construction Trades 

Department, AFL-CIO

James W. Kellogg
International 

Representative, UA 
Plumbing and Pipefi tting 

Industry

Hugh Dang, DDS
CEO, Union Dental

Bill Lathrop
President, UFCW Local 

1167, AFL-CIO-CLC

Michael S. Mowrey
International Vice 

President, IBEW District 9

Sheet Metal Workers’ 
Local 104

Marriott Hotel, 
San Francisco
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2013
Guest of Honor &

National Labor Leader 
of the Year

James Boland
President, International 
Union of Bricklayers and 

Allied Craftworkers

Eliseo Medina
International Secretary-

Treasurer, SEIU

Rhonda Nelson
International Chair, 
UFCW Women’s 

Network
Recorder / Trustee, 
UFCW Local 1500

BAC Local 3 
Northern California

Laborers’ Local 166 
Hod Carriers

United Irish 
Cultural Center, 
San Francisco
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2014

Marriott Hotel, 
San Francisco

Guest of Honor &
National Labor Leader of 

the Year
Patrick J. O’Neill

Executive Vice President & 
Organizing Director

United Food & Commercial 
Workers International Union

Ricardo F. Icaza
President, UFCW Local 770
International Vice President, 

UFCW

Maria Ashley Alvarado
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Teamsters Local 601
Secretary-Treasurer, 

Teamsters California State 
Cannery Council

Sergio Rascón
Business Manager, Laborers’ 

Union Local 300
International Vice President, 

Laborers’ International 
Union of North America

Hon. Raul Ruiz, M.D.
Representative (CA-D36), 

United States Congress

Workers International Union
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2015

Marriott Hotel, 
San Francisco

International Labor Leader 
of the Year

James T. Callahan
General President, 

International Union of 
Operating Engineers

International Labor Leader 
of the Year

Mary Kay Henry
International President, 

Service Employees 
International Union

Carpenters Local 22 of 
the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of 

America



43



44

Special Acknowledgements Are Gratefully Extended To The Following 
Friends and Supporters:

GOLD SPONSORS
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers

International Brotherhood of Boilermakers - Great Lakes Region

Kaiser Permanente

SILVER SPONSORS
Sheet Metal Workers International Association (SMART)

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Washington DC and IBEW District 9

Laborers’ International Union of North America (LIUNA)

Brotherhood Bank and Trust - Bank of Labor

Sheet Metal Workers Local 104

Sheet Metal Workers Local 293

Teamsters Local Union 856

Northern California District Council of Laborers

SEIU International

AT&T

Ullico, Inc.

Blue Shield of California

California Applicants Attorneys Association

California Pacific Medical Center

US Bank

ON BEHALF OF OUR STAFF, BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OUR ADVISORY BOARD
WE EXTEND OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR YOUR GENEROSITY
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